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Chief Operating Officer

March 29, 2005

Operations Directive

OD-400-8-1:
Military Escorts for Human Remains

Expiration:
Indefinite

This Operations Directive cancels and supercedes Aviation Operations Directive 400.8.1.10-1 – 

Military Escorts for Human Remains, dated March 31, 2003.

Summary
Due to ongoing hostilities in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other locations worldwide, there has been a marked increase in the number of Military Escorts charged with escorting the human remains of deceased service members.  Military protocol dictates that a Military Escort must accompany the remains of a U.S. military service member while they are being transported to their final place of rest.  The military escort is required to be present during the loading of the casket onto the aircraft, the transfer between flights, and the unloading of the casket from the aircraft.

Procedures
Air carriers are notified by the Department of Defense Mortuary Affairs when a Military Escort will be accompanying human remains.  To assist Military Escorts in carrying out their duties, FSDs and their staff are directed to take the following actions:

A. FSDs and staff shall work closely with affected air carriers and provide any assistance that may be required. 

B. Air carriers have been instructed to provide a SIDA-badged escort to accompany the Military Escort(s) to the aircraft while the casket(s) are loaded and unloaded from the aircraft.  In the event that an air carrier cannot provide an escort, FSDs shall provide an authorized TSA staff member to accompany the Military Escort(s).

C. FSDs shall send TSA screening personnel to the aircraft to screen Military Escorts and their accessible property.  The screening may take place in the sterile area, jet way, air carrier’s freight facility, or other location.  This will help to ensure that Military Escorts can remain with the casket(s) and properly carry out their required duties.

D. The Military Escort is authorized to enter or exit the sterile area or aircraft after screening or under escort via the jet way stairs or other means after they have overseen the loading or unloading of the human remains.  

Point of Contact
Deak Childress, Office of Aviation Programs, (571) 227-2977 (work), (571) 213-8090 (cell), or email to deak.childress@dhs.gov.

/s/

Jonathan J. Fleming

Chief Operating Officer
PAGE  
2
Page  of 1

